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BACKGROUND:

 Use of the central venous route is standard practice for Total

Parenteral Nutrition administration throughout the world.




Complications of central venous catheter
placement

Pneumaothorax (1 - 4 %)
Arterial puncture
Catheter malposition

Arrythmias




Questions :

« How can we prevent these complications, or minimize their
incidence ?




Aim of the study:

« Determine the incidence of complications related to central
(subclavian) venous catheter insertion in our Department,




MATERIAL - METHODS

Study: Prospective

Time period: 2 years (8/2005 — 7/2007)

No of patients requiring central venous access: 350




END POINTS OF THE STUDY:

 Incidence of technical complications related to catheter
insertion.




RESULTS

Complication No of patients Treatment

Malposition of the catheter 4 (1.1%) Reinsertion

Artery injury 3 (0.8%) No specific




CONCLUSION

The complication rate of subclavian vein catheter
Insertion is 2.5% in our Department, much lower when
compared with the international standards.

We believe that this low complication rate is attributable
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